PRODUCTION  AND  THE  IDEOLOGICAL SUPERSTRUCTURE
Labriola is strangely mistaken in the chronology
of events. The struggle of the princes against the
Emperor had been going on for five hundred years before
the Reformation. The power of the cities as contrasted
with that of the feudal lords had been constantly grow-
ing during three hundred years, and for four hundred
years already all the nations of Europe had complained
of being exploited by the Papal Court; an English
chronicler of the thirteenth century wrote that Pope
Gregory IX's encyclical letter against the Emperor
Frederick II in 1239 " would have roused all the world
against the Emperor, but that the Romish Court exacted
so much money from all parts of the world >;.
The amount of the taxes paid in England to the Pope
was five times in excess of the taxes paid to the King.
The causes which Labriola believes to have produced
the Reformation had been operating for nearly five
hundred years without leading to it; which is to say
that the economic and political conditions had, as far
as Church and State were concerned, been the same for
centuries, but the ideology in the past centuries had been
different. Many people had been indignant or critical ;
there had repeatedly been reformatory efforts within
the Church ; but those who had seriously risen against
her, like Petrus Waldus, John Wycliffe, Huss and their
adherents, remained hopeless minorities, which were
sooner or later defeated by the Church backed by the
overwhelming majority of the population of Europe.
Labriola's interpretation of the Reformation has all
the defects of a prima jade conclusion. A closer in-
vestigation of the period would have shown him that,
whereas the religious movement in the single countries
of Europe was more or less the same, the political and
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